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CalculatingWealth User Guide

1. Welcome

CalculatingWealth.com is an independent financial-education and wealth-planning platform
built around a library of fast, accurate, free calculators, structured learning content, and
multi-step planning workflows. The goal is simple: turn complex money questions into clear
answers you can act on.

What this platform helps you do
* Run mortgage, investment, retirement, debt, budget, tax, math and everyday-life calculations.
 Plan wealth growth across credit, savings, real estate and retirement in one workflow.
* Learn the formulas and assumptions behind every number with plain-English explanations.
» Save scenarios, compare strategies, and export branded reports for personal records.

* Build long-term financial literacy through guided lessons, pathways and challenges.

Who it is for
« First-time home buyers modeling affordability and payments.
 Long-term investors mapping compound growth and portfolio choices.
» Workers planning retirement contributions and withdrawal strategies.

* Anyone organizing budgets, debt payoff, or savings goals.

* Educators, students and professionals who need transparent calculation tools.

Give every person — regardless of income or background — access to the math, education and
planning tools needed to build durable financial confidence.
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2. Getting Started

The platform is organized around three layers: Calculators for immediate math, Workflows for
multi-step planning, and Education for the concepts behind every decision.

Homepage overview

The homepage surfaces a search bar, category cards, popular tools, a daily-featured calculator, and
recently used / favorite tools you have opened previously on this device.

Navigation structure

Mortgage Payment, amortization, refinance, affordability, biweekly, extra payment.

Financial Loan, credit card, budget, savings, investment, ROI, retirement, interest, tax.

Math Percentage, fraction, exponent, log, square root, ratio and conversion
utilities.

Other Tip, BMI, age, date and other everyday-life utilities.

Guides / Learn Long-form articles and structured lessons by topic.

Pathways Goal-oriented multi-step planning paths.

Credit / Retirement Topic hubs that combine calculators with curated education.

Challenges Time-boxed habits (7-day, 14-day, 30-day) that build financial discipline.

Command Center Your personal wealth workspace with snapshots, reminders and insights.

Premium Optional subscription that unlocks advanced scenarios and exports.

User Dashboard

Signed-in users get a dashboard that surfaces favorite tools, recent calculations, saved scenarios,
reminders, active challenges and personalized next-step recommendations.
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3. Wealth & Net Worth Tools

Net worth is the single best snapshot of where you stand. These tools help you measure it,
track it over time, and understand which decisions move it most.

Tools
Net Worth Calculator Add all assets (cash, investments, home equity, retirement accounts) and
subtract liabilities (mortgage, loans, credit cards) to get a single number.
Wealth Tracking Save periodic snapshots inside the Command Center to chart growth quarter
over quarter.
Financial Snapshot One-page summary that combines net worth, monthly cash flow, debt load
and savings rate.
Asset / Liability Break down composition: liquid vs. illiquid, productive vs. depreciating,
Analysis secured vs. unsecured.
Example

Inputs: Cash $12,000 - Brokerage $48,000 - 401(k) $84,000 - Home value $385,000 - Car $14,000 -
Mortgage $292,000 - Auto loan $9,000 - Credit card $2,500.

Output: Total assets $543,000 - total liabilities $303,500 = Net Worth $239,500. Composition: 24%
liquid, 16% retirement, 60% home equity.

Interpretation

Net worth alone is not the goal. Look at composition (too much in one asset is concentration risk) and
trajectory (the slope of the line is more meaningful than any single snapshot).
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4. Investment Calculators

Compound Interest Models how a balance grows when interest earns interest. Inputs: principal,
rate, time, compounding frequency, contributions.

Investment Growth Projects portfolio value forward with periodic contributions and an expected
return.

ROI Calculates return on investment as a percentage and (optionally) annualized
CAGR.

Future Value Translates today's savings rate into a future dollar amount at a chosen rate.

Investment Side-by-side scenarios — different rates, fees, time horizons.

Comparison

Example: compound growth

$10,000 invested today plus $500/month for 30 years at a 7% real return = $686,000. Of that,
~$190,000 is contributions and the rest is compounded growth — a 3.6x multiplier on the money you
actually put in.

Run the same calculator three times with returns of 5%, 7% and 9% to see how sensitive long-term
outcomes are to even small assumption changes. This is the most useful exercise on the platform.
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5. Retirement Planning Tools

Retirement Calculator Projects whether your current savings rate hits your target retirement
balance.

Savings Projection Year-by-year balance with employer match, contributions and assumed
return.

Income Planning Translates a target portfolio into sustainable annual income using the 4%

rule and variants.

FIRE Tools For Financial Independence / Retire Early planners — coast-Fl, lean-FI and
full-FI scenarios.

Example

Target spending in retirement: $60,000/year. Using the 4% rule, the FI number is $60,000 + 0.04 =
$1.5M. At a 7% real return with $1,500/month contributions, that takes ~21 years from a zero starting
balance.
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6. Budgeting & Cash Flow Tools

Budget Calculator Allocates after-tax income to needs, wants and savings (50/30/20 default,
fully editable).

Savings Calculator Time to reach a savings goal at a given monthly rate.
Expense Planner Categorize and stress-test recurring vs. variable expenses.
Cash Flow Compares monthly inflows vs. outflows and surfaces surplus or shortfall.

Interpreting results

A positive cash-flow margin under 10% is fragile — one unexpected expense erases it. A 20% margin
is the threshold where serious wealth-building (investing, extra debt payoff, real estate) becomes
realistic without sacrificing essentials.

calculatingwealth.com Page 8 support@calculatingwealth.com



CalculatingWealth User Guide

7. Debt & Credit Tools

Debt Payoff Avalanche (highest APR first) vs. Snowball (smallest balance first)
comparison.
Loan Calculator Personal, auto and student loan amortization with extra-payment modeling.
Credit Card Calculator Time to payoff and total interest given balance, APR and monthly payment.
Credit Hub Curated playbook for raising scores: utilization, age, mix and on-time history.
Example

$8,000 credit-card balance at 22% APR with $250/month payments takes ~4 years to clear and costs
~$3,800 in interest. Raising the payment to $400 cuts the timeline to ~2 years and saves ~$1,900.
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8. Real Estate & Wealth Building Tools

Mortgage Affordability Translates income, debts and down payment into a target home price using
the 28/36 rule.

Property ROI Cap rate, cash-on-cash return and equity build-up for rental property
analysis.

Rental Property Models monthly cash flow after PITI, vacancy, maintenance and
management.

Rent vs. Buy Compares total cost of ownership against renting over a chosen horizon.

Wealth Accumulation Combines home equity growth with parallel investing scenarios.
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9. Financial Reports & Dashboards

» Saved Calculations — every result you choose to save is stored on your device (and synced
when signed in).

» Dashboard — surfaces recent activity, favorite tools, active challenges, reminders and
Al-generated insights.

* Wealth Command Center — a single workspace for net-worth snapshots, scenario comparison
and quarterly review.

 Printable Reports — every calculator can be printed or saved as a PDF on letterhead branded
with the CalculatingWealth mark.

* CSV Exports — amortization schedules and investment projections can be downloaded for
spreadsheet analysis.
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10. Resource Center

The Resource Center brings together educational content from across the platform.

» Guides — long-form articles paired with the relevant calculator for each topic.

* Lessons — short, structured lessons grouped into categories (foundations, investing, retirement,
real estate, taxes).

» Pathways — multi-step plans that connect lessons and calculators into a single goal-oriented
workflow.

* Challenges — 7, 14 and 30-day habit-building programs.

* Blog / Growth — ongoing publishing on wealth-building topics.
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11. Understanding Results

ROI Return on investment. Gain + cost. Annualized form (CAGR) is the right
metric when comparing investments held for different periods.

Compound Growth Interest that earns interest. Doubles roughly every 72+rate years (Rule of
72).

Net Worth Assets minus liabilities. The single most important wealth metric over time.

Asset Allocation How money is divided across stocks, bonds, cash and real assets. Drives

most of long-term return variance.

Cash Flow Money in minus money out over a period. Positive cash flow funds saving
and investing.

Retirement Projection Estimated portfolio value at a chosen retirement age, given current balance,
contributions and return assumptions.

Risk The range and severity of possible outcomes — not the same as volatility.
Time horizon usually reduces risk for diversified portfolios.

Practical example

A 35-year-old with $50,000 saved, contributing $1,000/month at a 7% real return reaches roughly
$1.18M by age 65. Increasing contributions to $1,500/month reaches $1.6M — a 36% increase in
outcome from a 50% increase in saving.
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12. Frequently Asked Questions

Are the calculators really free?

Yes. Every calculator is free and works without an account. Premium is optional and unlocks advanced
scenarios and exports.

Do I need an account to use the site?

No. Calculators run in your browser. An account lets you sync saved scenarios across devices and
access the dashboard.

How accurate are the results?

We use the standard formulas banks, lenders and financial planners use. Results are estimates based
on your inputs.

Are my calculations private?

Yes. Calculations stay on your device unless you choose to save them to your account.

Does CalculatingWealth give financial advice?

No. We provide educational tools and information only. We are not registered advisors and do not
provide personalized advice.

How do | save a scenario?

Open any calculator, enter your values, and click Save. Saved scenarios appear in your dashboard.

Can | export results?

Yes. Most calculators support print, PDF download and CSV export.

What is the difference between simple and compound interest?

Simple interest is calculated only on the original principal. Compound interest is calculated on principal
plus accumulated interest.

What return assumption should | use for investments?

Around 7% real (after-inflation) is a commonly used long-term default for diversified U.S. equities.
Adjust for your mix.

How much should I save for retirement?

A common target is 15% of gross income across all retirement accounts. Always capture the full
employer match first.

What is the 4% rule?

A rough guideline: a portfolio can sustainably support annual withdrawals equal to 4% of its initial
value, adjusted for inflation.
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How do I calculate my FI number?
Annual spending divided by 0.04. Example: $50,000/year of spending + 0.04 = $1.25M.

Should | pay off debt or invest first?

Above ~7% APR, paying down debt usually wins on a risk-adjusted basis. Below ~5%, investing
typically wins over long horizons.

Snowball or avalanche debt method?

Avalanche (highest APR first) saves the most money. Snowball builds psychological momentum. Pick
the one you will stick with.

How much house can | afford?

A common guideline is the 28/36 rule: housing costs under 28% of gross income, total debt under 36%.

What is included in a monthly mortgage payment?

Principal, interest, property tax, homeowners insurance, and (if down payment < 20%) PMI. HOA fees
may also apply.

Is biweekly payment really cheaper than monthly?

Yes. Biweekly equals 13 monthly payments per year — typically shortening a 30-year mortgage by 4-6
years.

When does refinancing make sense?

When monthly savings recover closing costs within the window you plan to stay in the home (often
24-48 months).

What is the 50/30/20 budget rule?

Allocate after-tax income: 50% needs, 30% wants, 20% savings and debt repayment. Adjust for your
stage of life.

How big should my emergency fund be?

Start with $1,000, then 1 month of essential expenses, then 3-6 months.

Where should | keep short-term savings?

High-yield savings or money-market accounts for goals within 1-2 years.

Roth or Traditional retirement account?

Roth if you expect a higher tax bracket in retirement. Traditional if you expect a lower one. Many
people benefit from both.

How are long-term capital gains taxed?

Federally at 0%, 15% or 20% depending on income — typically lower than ordinary income rates.
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Does CalculatingWealth track me?

We use analytics to understand which tools are useful. We never sell personal data. See the Privacy
Policy.

How do | delete my account or data?

Email support@calculatingwealth.com. We remove account data within 30 days of request.

Can | use the calculators outside the United States?

Yes for math, percentage and most general financial tools. Tax brackets and retirement-account rules
reflect U.S. defaults.

How often is content updated?

Tax brackets, contribution limits and rate references are reviewed annually. Editorial articles show
last-updated dates.

Can | share calculator results with my advisor?

Yes. Print, PDF or CSV export produces a clean report you can email or share.

What is the Wealth Command Center?

A personal workspace that combines net-worth snapshots, reminders, Al insights and saved scenarios
in one view.

How do | report a bug or suggest a calculator?

Email support@calculatingwealth.com. We log every suggestion and prioritize tools by user need.

Is there a mobile app?

The site is fully optimized for mobile browsers. A native app may be released later — see the Premium
roadmap.

Does Premium remove ads?

Yes. Premium provides an ad-free experience, unlimited saved scenarios, advanced charts and
branded PDF exports.
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13. Best Practices

Wealth building
* Track net worth quarterly — direction matters more than any single number.
» Automate every important decision: contributions, savings transfers, bill payments.

« Diversify across asset classes, not just inside one (e.g. stocks alone is not diversification).

Saving
* Build an emergency fund before optimizing investments.
« Use high-yield savings for goals within two years; longer horizons can tolerate volatility.

* Increase the savings rate with every pay raise — pay yourself first.

Investing
» Capture every dollar of employer match — it is an instant 100% return.
» Keep fees under 0.20% where possible; expense ratios compound just like returns.

« Stay the course in downturns; over 20-year periods, low-cost index funds have outperformed most
active funds.

Retirement planning
* Start earlier rather than larger — time is a more powerful lever than contribution size.
* Re-run projections annually; small contribution-rate changes compound over decades.

* Plan withdrawals before you need them — taxes and sequence-of-returns matter.

Financial organization
» Keep one snapshot, one budget, one debt list, one savings goal — refresh quarterly.
« Store key documents (wills, insurance, beneficiaries) in one secure place.

» Review insurance coverage when life changes: marriage, child, home purchase, new job.

Long-term planning
 Write down a single sentence of why you are saving. Behavior beats spreadsheets.
« Plan for three horizons: 12 months, 5 years and 30 years — different tools, different decisions.

» Review the plan annually and after every major life event.
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14. Financial Education Disclaimer

Educational Use Only

The information, calculators, educational resources, examples and tools provided by
CalculatingWealth.com are for educational and informational purposes only. CalculatingWealth.com
does not provide financial, investment, tax, legal, accounting or professional advice. Users should
consult qualified professionals before making financial decisions.

Calculator outputs are estimates based on the inputs you provide. Real-world results may vary based
on rates, fees, taxes, market conditions and personal circumstances. CalculatingWealth.com is not a
registered investment advisor, broker-dealer, tax preparer, accountant, attorney or fiduciary, and
nothing on this site should be construed as a recommendation to buy, sell or hold any security.
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15. Privacy & Security

« Calculator inputs run in your browser by default — not transmitted anywhere unless you save a
scenario.

» Saved scenarios are stored in your account using encrypted database storage.

» We never sell personal data and never share it with advertisers beyond the standard ad-platform
contract.

 Cookies are used for authentication and analytics. EEA visitors get a consent banner with granular
control.

» Account deletion requests are honored within 30 days. Email support@calculatingwealth.com to
request.

* Full details are in the Privacy Policy.
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16. Contact & Support

We answer every email. Send questions, corrections, partnership inquiries or feature requests:

Support email support@calculatingwealth.com
Contact form calculatingwealth.com/contact
Help center calculatingwealth.com/faq
Privacy calculatingwealth.com/privacy
Terms calculatingwealth.com/terms
Disclaimer calculatingwealth.com/disclaimer

© 2026 CalculatingWealth — Wealth Intelligence for Everyone
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